
St Katherine’s School
Curriculum Principles

Teachers & Leaders



St Katherine’s School
Curriculum

About Us

We are proud to be a fully inclusive comprehensive school and value every young person within
our community. We use our local context and diversity to shape our curriculum, including our
tutor and co-curricular programme so that we grow our students into resilient young adults;
equipped socially and academically to take on the opportunities and challenges of life. We firmly
believe that students will leave us as highly literate young people and so actively promote and
prioritise reading.

We know a highly effective curriculum has the power to unlock the ever-changing world for our
students. In order to thrive beyond the gates of St Katherine’s, students must leave our school
with diverse and well-developed schema. Through our focus on our high quality curriculum that
creates these diverse and well developed schema, we aim for all of our students to be armed
with the knowledge, skills and confidence to flourish as they engage with new opportunities and
challenges throughout their lifetime. Our subject experts use their experience and links with their
subject communities to carefully craft the curriculum to instil this knowledge and skills that will
not only unlock progression and careers within the individual subject, but also enable students
to fully appreciate awe and wonder in the world around us.

Our ambitious curriculum is responsive to the needs of our learners, providing all of our young
people with enriching educational experiences. We are passionate that all students are able to
successfully access our curriculum. We provide further support for students where appropriate;
through teacher support in the classroom; guided option choices with academic, social or
pastoral interventions to enable all students to make excellent progress.

Leaders frequently review the curriculum and make deliberate syllabus decisions to ensure that
we develop a rich breadth of knowledge and skills at KS3. Students can draw from and build
upon such foundations as they make informed KS4 and KS5 choices, facilitating progression
pathways both within and beyond life at St Katherine’s.



St Katherine’s School
Curriculum

Curriculum Pathways
The DfE has set the following national targets in relation to EBacc:

● By 2022 75% of students starting year 10 will be studying the full complement of EBacc
subjects.

● By 2025 90% of students starting year 10 will be studying the full complement of EBacc
subjects.

To qualify in this measure a student must study:
● English
● Maths
● 2 or more Sciences
● A Humanities subject
● A Language subject

At St Katherine’s, we offer a broad curriculum and strongly encourage all students to study
history or geography at GCSE, hence the increase in uptake over recent years.  Students with a
passion for languages from KS3 are encouraged to study Spanish or French.  All Year 7 in 2022
study either French or Spanish from Year 7 to Year 9.
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English 99.2 99.3 100 90.1 100 79.0/73.4 100 100 100
Maths 99.2 100 100 76.8 100 73.4/55.2 100 100 100
2 x Science 99.2 97.9 100 84.1 100 73.1/59.7 97.3 100 100
Humanities 57.0 64.8 76.3 71.9 92.1 75.0/63.9 75.5 81 88
Languages 30.5 26.8 32.2 100 23.2 71.7/60.9 32.2 28.7 32

Overall
EBacc

21.1 17.6 22.0 19.9 / 15.2 21.2 17.5/14.0 25.9 27 30

National
Ebacc

38.4 40 n/a n/a n/a 25.8/19.2 37.4 38.8
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September 2023 | GCSEs

STEAM Arts Vocational
Maths History Sport

Further maths Geography Health and Social Care
Biology Philosophy and Beliefs

Chemistry English Literature

Physics English Language

Combined Science French

Computing Spanish

Engineering Sport

Food Music

Art Drama

Textiles Business

Psychology Photography

September 2023 | A Level

STEAM Arts Vocational
Maths History Business

Further maths Geography Health and Social Care
Biology English Literature

Chemistry Sport

Physics Media

Product Design

Art

Psychology
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Teaching hours 2023-24

Subject

Number of hours each fortnight

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Years 10 
& 11

English & digital literacy 10 10 7 7
Maths 8 8 7 8
Science (KS3) /Combined Science (KS4) 6 6 7 10
PSHCE (KS3) /Society and Culture (KS4) 1 1 1 1
PE 4 4 4 3
Biology

Taught within science in KS3

5

Chemistry 5

Physics 5

Computing *Taught within digital literacy 2 5

Technology (KS3)  4 4 4

Engineering/Product Design

Taught within technology in KS3

5

Food 5

Textiles 5

Art 2 2 2 5

History 3 3 3 5
Geography 3 3 3 5
Philosophy and Beliefs 2 2 2 5
French 3 3 4 5
Spanish 3 3 4 5
Music 2 2 2 5
Drama 1 1 1 5
Psychology 5

Sport GCSE 5

Business 5

Health and Social Care 5

Photography 5

Subject Pathways Overview
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Subject KS4 KS5

STEAM

Maths Y Y

Further maths Y Y

Biology Y Y

Chemistry Y Y

Physics Y Y

Combined Science Y N/A

Computing Y N

Engineering/Product Design Y Y

Food Y N (but offered)

Art Y Y

Textiles Y N

Arts

History Y Y

Geography Y Y

Philosophy and Beliefs Y N (but offered)

Psychology Y Y

English Literature Y Y

English Language Y N

French Y Collaboration

Spanish Y Collaboration

Sport Y Y

Music Y Collaboration

Drama Y N

Media/Photography Y Y

Vocational

Business Y Y

Health and Social Care Y Y

Sport Y Y (Alevel)


